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Visit to Poland June 27th – July 4th by Richard Catchpole
Within two hours of arriving I was speaking at the first meeting in an assembly
in south Warsaw. Following that we travelled about 140 km north to Mlawi
where I remained for the rest of the visit.
On Saturday there was a ‘Bible School’ when about twelve brethren attended.
Meetings began at 8.00 am and finished at 4.00 p.m. with a break for breakfast
and lunch. We gave an overview of prophetic truth during these meetings, but
in view of the length of the day and the fact that the ministry was by
interpretation I wondered whether we sought to cover too much truth, but
since this was my first visit I did not quite know what to expect. These meetings
were fairly informal with opportunities for questions during the course of the
day.
There are about 30-35 in fellowship at Mlawi and during the week we gave
teaching from 1 Timothy. Nearly every meeting was followed by a meal or
supper in the hall. I enjoyed fellowship in a number of the believer’s homes the
saints were most hospitable and made me feel very welcome.
Throughout the visit I stayed with Dariusz Laskowski, a full time worker in
Mlawi. Do pray for him he is doing a great work not only in Mlawi but also in
connection with a few surrounding assemblies. A brother from southern
Poland, Jacek Pruszynski, interpreted at all the meetings please likewise
remember him in your prayers.
Assembly work is not too easy in Poland, I feel there is a need for teaching and
also to encourage the brothers to take responsibility in assembly activities, but
the saints are zealous for the things of God and it was a privilege to have the
opportunity to minister among them.
During the month of July, the assembly held the annual gospel campaign. Many
tracts were distributed in the area but response was poorer than last year.
However, nearly every night unsaved were present to hear the gospel and we
pray for the Word of God sown in their heart.
We thank God for the sunny weather we had during the Sunday school outing
which this year was to Littlehampton. Only nine children were able to come this
year but they had a very nice time.
3

Meetings
The	 Week	 at	 Clifton
Lord’s Day
Breaking of Bread
Sunday School
Gospel Meeting
Tuesday
Bible Reading (First Tuesday of the month only)
Wednesday Seekers Club (Term time only for under 11s)
Thursday Prayer and Ministry
Friday C3 Club (Term time only for 11+)
Saturday Literature Distribution / Coffee morning

Sunday	 Evening	 Gospel	 Meeting
October
5
12
19
26

Richard Catchpole (Family Service)
Roy Dawson
Roy Aitkin
Newton Woutersz

November
2
9
16
23
30

John Aston (Family Service)
Philip Briercliff
Craig Spence
Len Bass
Gareth Roderick
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11 a.m.
3 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
6 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
11 a.m.

December
7
Archie Carew (Family Service)
14
Jim Hawkins
21
Richard Catchpole & Nitish Patel (Carol Service)
28
Richard Catchpole

Tuesday	 Bible	 Reading
Studying the book of Proverbs

7th
4th
2nd

October
November
December

Glyn Davies
Glyn Davies
Richard Catchpole

Thursday	 Prayer	 &	 Ministry
October
2
Colin Robert
9
Norman Gibbons
16
Norman Gibbons
23
Mark Beardall
30
Nitish Patel

Figures of the Church
The Wilderness (Exodus 15)
The Wilderness (continued)
Othniel
Ehud & Shamgar

November
6
Martin Hayward
13
Martin Hayward
20
Richard Catchpole
27
Richard Catchpole

Deborah & Barak
Deborah & Barak
Gideon
Gideon

December
4
Archie Carew
11
Archie Carew
18
Colin Roberts

Abimelech
Jephthah
Samson

Christmas Day Gospel
Meeting - 10:30 am
Watchnight Gospel Meeting
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Questions
Answered by Richard Catchpole
Would you explain the meaning of ‘he that hath suffered in the flesh hath
ceased from sin’? (1 Peter 4:1)
In seeking the interpretation of any verse in Scripture it is important to consider
the context in which it comes, both the verses that precede as well as those that
follow.
The opening words of 1 Peter 4 ‘Forasmuch then’ naturally takes us back to the
teaching with which chapter three concludes. There the apostle has been
speaking of the believer suffering ‘if the will of God be so’ for well-doing, 3.
14. In so doing they would be following the example of Christ who in
obedience to the will of God ‘... once suffered for sins the just for the unjust
that he might bring us to God’, 3. 18.
1) What we are to do: ‘arm yourselves likewise with the same mind’ v. 1. It is in
light of the example of Christ that Peter exhorts his readers to arm themselves
with the same mind, the mind of Christ, i.e. the same resolve as Christ
demonstrated, and so be ready to suffer for well-doing if such be the will of
God. The word ‘arm’ implies that the believer is engaged in a conflict, a
warfare that he cannot avoid if he would be obedient to God thus it is
necessary for him to prepare, to ‘arm’, himself.
When the apostle says ‘Christ hath suffered in the flesh’ or literally ‘in flesh’ he
is picking up the corresponding statement in chapter 3 verse 18 which reads
literally ‘put to death in flesh’, there the focus is upon what men did, putting
Him to death, whereas in chapter 4 verse 1 the focus is upon the physical
suffering that it involved for Him, what He personally endured, suffering in the
realm of the flesh. We should perhaps mention that some of the earlier
manuscripts omit the words ‘for us’ in this verse thereby drawing attention away
from the expiatory character of the sufferings of Christ, something that could
never be said of believers sufferings, but emphasising that Christ physically
suffered for well-doing something the believer can, and must, be ready to follow
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Him in. Such is the context that precedes the statement.
2) Why we are to are ourselves: ‘he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased
from sin’ v. 1. Here is the reason, the encouragement, to arm ourselves with the
same mind.
Commentators vary in their interpretation of Peter’s words. Some suggest that
the suffering in view is actual death and martyrdom and that Peter is saying that
the man who has died has ceased from sinning and that prospect should act as
an encouragement to be faithful unto death. If that were the apostles meaning
it is difficult to understand why he should suddenly mention ‘ceasing from sin’,
presenting it as an encouragement to martyrdom, further there is nothing in the
general context of this epistle to suggest that ‘suffering’ should be limited to
martyrdom alone.
A second view is that Peter has in mind baptism and the believer’s identification
with Christ in His death burial and resurrection. It is pointed out that Peter has
mentioned baptism in 3. 21 and it is suggested that the idea of arming ourselves
with the same mind and ‘ceasing from sin’ is parallel to Romans 6. 11 ’reckon ye
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin but alive unto God’ which then leads on
quite naturally to the practical teaching that follows here in 1 Pet. 4. 2-3. There
are however some major difficulties to this interpretation, not least that it gives
to the words ‘suffered in the flesh’ a symbolic meaning whereas Peter’s language
throughout the epistle suggests that when he mentions ‘suffering’ he is thinking
always of literal physical suffering. Again Romans 6 deals with death while 1
Peter 4 deals with suffering.
The true interpretation, and one that adheres to the context, is to see in this
statement an assertion by the apostle that the man who has armed himself and
who has willingly suffered in submission to the will of God, is one whose life is
no longer directed or controlled by sin. It does not mean he is beyond sinning,
but rather that sin no longer has dominion in his life, something that is
developed in v. 2 where the meaning of ‘ceased from sin’ is directly linked to
the believer living the rest of his time in the flesh, i.e. in his body, living no
longer to the lusts of men but to the will of God. The verse mentions two
distinct ways of living, ‘to the lusts of men’ the desires that are common to
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unregenerate men, living to satisfy those desires and cravings, or to the ‘will of
God’, submissive to His will and practically implementing it in daily life. To
‘cease from sin’ is to reject the former and submit to the latter even though
persecution might be the result. This man has broken sins hold over him, and in
that sense he has ‘ceased from sin’.
3) The wisdom in arming ourselves: ‘the time past of our life may suffice us to
have wrought the will of the Gentiles’ v. 3. ‘The time past of our life’ is in
contrast to ‘the rest of his time’ v. 2. In the past it was not the will of God but
the will of the Gentiles that directed our life, a will manifest in sinful living.
Peter is saying that we have spent more than enough time living to the will of
the Gentiles, to the lusts of men, and that should act as an incentive to be done
with sin and if need be to suffer for obeying God.

Bible Teaching
David the man after God’s own heart - Part 6
by Charles Wigg (Tasmania)
David’s Overthrow
The following eight chapters in 2 Samuel, unfold the tragedy that resulted
form David’s sin. Yet we also have a beautiful Psalm in our Bible, (Psalm, 51),
as a direct result. How many a fallen Christian has gained comfort and
assurance from that Psalm! Perhaps it is best to draw the veil over many of the
details that those sad chapters reveal. So we will keep our focus on David
himself, because there are many beautiful things that come to light in him, as
well as some sad failures.
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At the end of his life David said, “The ruler over men must be just,
ruling in the fear of God.” 2 Sam. 23:3. However, he did not always obey his
own words. He was a man of great affections, he really loved his own
children, but on occasions allowed that human love to becloud his vision,
and to cause him to go beyond the law, and the principles of righteousness.
We do well to learn from these failures. When David heard of the vile actions
of his son Amnon, though he was angry, yet he did nothing about it. Had he
been just, and had he ruled in the fear of God, he would surely have carried
out the sentence of the law of God. It was his natural love that kept him
from acting in righteousness.
David must have been greatly humbled, when he saw the same sin come
to light in his son, as had blighted his life. Amnon’s sin caused the spirit of
revenge, and of murder to fester in the heart of Absalom, the full brother of
the girl who had been raped. He waited for the right opportunity to come,
and then took revenge. Amnon was murdered, and Absalom had to go into
exile, thus David was bereaved of two sons in one day. This broke his tender
heart, and he mourned for his son every day. However he had forgiven
Absalom, and he longed to bring him home again, but one thing stood in the
way, and that was the principle of righteousness. It is true that David had
been forgiven by God for his sins of adultery and murder, but this
forgiveness was based on his genuine repentance. There was no evidence of
repentance with Absalom.
Joab, (a very hard man himself), discerned the kings longings, and
contrived to make use of a wise woman, to concoct a story that would enable
David to understand the thoughts of his General. This led David to act
contrary to justice, and Absalom was brought back to Jerusalem. Though
back home again, yet Absalom was not permitted to enter the king’s
presence, and he resented this. To keep the story short, Absalom was
brought into David’s presence, David stooped to kiss his rebellious son, and
in so doing (as another has said), overturned his throne. He had sacrificed the
principles of righteousness, being swayed by his own natural affections. He
was to reap much sorrow because of this.
Absalom used his own natural beauty, (in which he gloried), and flattery,
to steal away the hearts of the men of Israel. Let this be a warning to us all.
Beware of men who seek to use their own personal charm and personality, as
well as flattery to gain a following. At length the history of the Church will
reveal that there have been many such, down through the ages.
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David goes into exile
The result of Absalom’s flattery and conspiracy, was that David was driven
into exile. His head covered in shame, barefoot, and weeping as he went. Little did
he know that all this would happen, when he indulged his lust with his neighbour’s
wife. His humility is to be admired, because he accepted it all from the hand of
the God whom he had despised. However though his character was soiled, yet
some of the lovely things of his character remained. He did not seek sympathy, as
did Saul before him. He even encouraged some to return to Jerusalem, and to
profess loyalty to the usurper. He was touched by the loyalty and faithfulness of
Ittai, and the six hundred men that he commanded. The wholehearted
commitment of that Philistine, is one of the gems of scripture.
The challenge comes to us, are we willing to share the rejection of our King,
our blessed Lord Jesus? Too often we would rather have the world’s acclaim and
praise, than to share our Lord’s rejection and reproach. But if we suffer with Him
we shall reign with Him. 2 Tim. 2:12. David excels in his grace, refuses the offer
of Abishai to kill the wretched Shimei who cursed him. His words are beautiful,
“Let him alone, let him curse, because the Lord hath bidden him”.
However David failed to discern the treachery and lies of Ziba, who
slandered, and lied about his crippled master, but hastily, foolishly rewarded the
lies and slander of this evil man. David’s rejection brought out the love and loyalty
of some unlikely men. One an Ammonite, another was Machir, the son of
Ammiel, from Lodebar. This was the man with whom Mephibosheth stayed
during the years of loneliness and fear. Perhaps Machir’s heart was touched by the
love that David showed to that poor cripple. Barzillai was the third, who was
obviously a rich man, and these brought provisions of different kinds for David
and those with him.
David now rises again to his height as a military strategist, and takes control of
the army. He was also desiring to go out with the army but the people persuaded
him not to. Nevertheless his human affection once more beclouded his
judgement. He instructed all and Joab in particular, to “Deal gently for my sake,
with the young man, with Absalom”. However God was now in control, and He
saw that justice was done. Absalom’s hair was the means of bringing an end to his
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life. He used to shave his head at the end of each year, and to weigh the hair. He
was one who “Gloried in his shame”. Phil. 3:19. David’s obvious grief caused the
people to slink away in shame, and turned the victory into mourning. However the
firm words of Joab, brought him to realise the wrong of his attitude, so he arose
and sat in the gate. Thus he showed his appreciation of the bravery and
faithfulness of the people that had risked their lives for their king.
... to be continued

Good News
A	 New	 Man
A barbers' supply company once held a large convention in
a metropolitan city. To show the world how good their
products were they organised a publicity stunt. They went
to the worst section of town and brought back the dirtiest
and most helpless drunk they could find. They presented
him on the stage. Everyone saw how dirty and unkempt his
hair and beard were. Then they took him out and cleaned
him up. They washed him with a new kind of soap they
were trying to sell. They shaved him. They shampooed and
styled his hair. They sprayed him with cologne. They
bought him a new suit, a new shirt, new tie, and shoes. He
looked great. He looked and felt like a new man. They
brought him back to the stage to show him off, saying to
all the world, "This is what our barber supplies can do for
you." The audience could hardly believe that this was the
same man they had seen earlier that day. Looking at the man on stage no one would
ever have guessed that he was living in the streets just a few hours before. He was
completely changed!
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The very next day the organisers of the convention went looking for this man again.
Would you like to guess where they found him? That's right -- lying in some gutter,
filthy and drunk! They changed him on the outside, but inside he was still the same.
Nothing in the world can change the human heart. Man’s religion, politics and
science have all failed. God says in the Bible, “the heart is deceitful above all things
and desperately wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). We cannot save ourselves. All have sinned
and need a Saviour. God loves us and sent His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. He paid
the great penalty for our sins on the cross. He rose again the third day and is alive
today. Repent of your sin, put your faith in Him and you will be changed on the
inside. Millions have found this to be true. The Bible says, “If any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

It	 must	 be	 applied
A soap manufacturer was talking with a
Christian. Said the soap maker, "The Gospel
you preach hasn't done much good, for there’s
still a lot of wickedness and wicked people."
The Christian made no immediate reply, but
they soon passed a child making mud pies. He
was exceedingly dirty. It was then the
Christians turn and so he said "Soap has not done much good in the world, I see for
there is till much dirt and dirty people."
"Oh, well", answered the manufacturer, "soap is useful only when it is
applied." "Exactly," was the Christians reply. "So it is with the Gospel we proclaim."
The Bible says, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth” (Romans 1:16). The good news is
that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose again from the dead the third
day. It is only those who repent of their sins and believe on the Lord Jesus that have
salvation.
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Letters
We include extracts of Eunice Jones letter to us asking us to pray for Pakistan.
We make no mention of names and places as believers there are so vulnerable
to attacks by militants.
Dear all at Clifton,
Thank you so much for your recent gift and your faithful prayers for the
work......... Please do continue - I feel the “sheep” are all rather discouraged at
the moment with the stress and strains of their lives; they’d all like to see much
more impact of the truth among their friends and family. Also of course there
is the general concern about the country - the rising costs of everything which
hits the poor so hard. So please pray for them that their faith will not fail, and
that they would have wise boldness in sharing the truth with their friends.
As you can see from the address I’m in the UK - I’m home for a year to do a
course and Linguistics which will be a help to me as I want to refine and finalise
the translation that I’ve done so far.....
I’m hoping everything I’ve left behind in Pakistan (my language helpers + the
radio work) will keep going ok in my absence.
We’re still getting plenty of responses, but would like more than that - more
than interest - lives changed.
So please continue to pray and thanks again for all your support.
Yours sincerely
Eunice Jones
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Alec Catchpole has written to us from Naples about encouragement they
had during a recent outreach.

Some of the people listening to the gospel in the square by the port.

We witnessed a rather remarkable demonstration of the Lord’s power two
weeks ago. We had been given permission by the relevant authorities to
preach the gospel in the open air in the square by the port Saturday and
Sunday evening. In the mean time, the same authority had given permission
to a famous local singer to hold an open-air concert. Obviously our
amplification could not compare to theirs, so we decided to give our
literature to the many people gathered. Before going, we approached the
organisers, asking them if they would kindly turn off their music for an
hour while we held our meeting. They were only doing sound checks and
playing background music while waiting for the singer to come during the
time we wanted to have our meeting. We couldn’t believe our ears when
they offered us the use of their stage and their amplification to hold our
meeting, and we still didn’t believe it until the next night when they gave us
complete freedom to sing Christian songs, testify and preach the gospel,
they even gave us the use of hundred’s of chairs that were to be used later
for the concert! By the time the gospel was preached, there were hundred’s
of locals silently seated, and thousands of others packed into the square, the
vast majority of whom were carefully listening to the gospel. The
amplification was so powerful that the gospel could be heard two miles
away! What an opportunity the Lord gave us, proving again that He is able
to open doors that no man can shut!
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Church History
by Mark Beardall

Jerome of Prague
(1379- 1416)

In the last edition of Clifton News was
an article about the great Bohemian
reformer John Huss. Much is known
about John Huss but not so much is
known about Jerome of Prague his
fellow countryman. It could be said that
if there were no Jerome of Prague, there
would be no John Huss. God used
Jerome of Prague to lead John Huss to
the Lord, through preaching and
distributing Wycliffe’s books.
Jerome was born in Prague. We do
not know the exact date of his birth but
we can assume that he was older than his
friend John Huss. Jerome was very
studious and well educated. He became
distinguished for his learning and eloquence whilst he was at the University of
Prague. On completion of his studies he travelled throughout Europe visiting many
great universities such as Paris, Cologne, Heidelberg and Oxford. When he was at
Oxford he heard the preaching of John Wycliffe and also read many of his books.
Jerome diligently translated the works of Wycliffe into his own tongue and therefore
helped to spread the gospel throughout Bohemia (Czechoslovakia). On return to
Prague he boldly preached that a man must believe the gospel in order to be saved
and was equally as bold, in refuting the errors of Rome.
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When Jerome had heard that Huss was being tried for heresy at Constance he
wanted to help him. On 4th April 1415 he went to Constance privately, asking
friends of Huss if he could help. He found out that the Council knew he was in
Constance and had planned to arrest him, so he fled to Iberling.
At Iberling Jerome wrote to the Emperor twice asking for a guarantee of safety to
appear at Constance but was refused. He then decided to return to Bohemia but
was arrested on route. He was taken to Constance and the Elector Palatine put a
chain on him and had him dragged like a wild animal. He was then taken to a tower
and chained to a block with his hands and feet in stocks. The block was so high that
he could not sit but his head hung downwards. He was kept in that state for eleven
days and nights. This made him very ill, so he was released from the stocks but kept
in prison for nearly a year.
When Huss was burned at the stake, Jerome was also threatened with death. At
this Jerome denied his doctrines and confessed that Huss deserved to die and that
Huss and Wycliffe were heretics. His chains were removed and he was not so
harshly treated and was hoping for release. Jerome like many other noble martyrs
feared first but was like Cranmer and Bilney, strengthened to suffer wrong for
Christ’s sake.
They sought to examine him again, but he refused to answer in private and wanted
to appear before the Council. This time he boldly stood for Christ and powerfully
refuted all the arguments of his accusers. He told them, “That all such articles as
Wickliffe and Husse had written against the enormities, pomp, and disorder of the
prelates, he would firmly hold and defend even unto death; and that all the sins he
had committed, did not so much trouble and gnaw his conscience, as did the
pestiferous act of his in recanting what he had justly spoken, and in consenting to
the wicked condemnation of Husse; and that he repented of it with his whole
heart.” This made the Council furious, so they condemned him. He told the
Council, “I after my death, will leave a remorse in your consciences and a nail in
your hearts; and I cite you all to answer to me before the most high and just judge
within an hundred years.” After the trial his persecutors made a paper cap for him
with images of demons. When this was put upon his head, he said, ”Our Lord Jesus
Christ, when he suffered death for me, a most miserable sinner, did wear a crown of
thorns upon his head; and I, for his sake, will wear this adorning of derision and
blasphemy.” The Council spent another two days trying to persuade him to recant
but he refused and was faithful unto death.
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On the 30th of May 1416 Jerome was delivered to the secular power or civil
magistrate. The Church of Rome used the government to execute people in the
same way as the Pharisees used the Romans to put the Lord to death.
Jerome was joyful in persecution, he even sang hymns on his way to the place of
execution and he prayed fervently when he passed the place where Huss was put to
death. His enemies made an image of John Huss and bound it to Jerome on the
stake. The executioner was about to kindle the fire behind his back but Jerome said,
”Come here, and kindle it before my eyes: for had I been afraid of it, I had not
come here, having had so many opportunities to escape.” Jerome joyfully sang
hymns in the flames and he survived for about fifteen minutes in the fire. His last
words were, “ This soul of mine, in flames of fire, O Christ I offer thee.”
“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:10)
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Visit to India - August 2008
Nitish & Ellen Patel
We have recently come back from another visit to India. You might have heard
on the news about all the persecution the believers are going through over
there. We have noticed that for the past ten years when Satanic opposition
began in earnest that there has been tremendous blessing in the gospel.
We paid several visits to the home of Dilip & Baby Bhalerao where a gospel
meeting is held every Wednesday night. During our visit in April a young
Hindu man named Vijay was saved. He is going on well and attending all the
meetings. He has told his parents and though they were troubled about it they
continue to let him attend the assembly. On this visit a young Hindu lady
named Jyoti publicly confessed Christ after the end of the meeting.
We also visited an assembly in the town of Penn, a place where the elephant
god idols are made. We went to the Sunday morning meeting and met some
120 believers who mostly have been saved in the past 2-3 years from a Hindu
background. Most are very poor but rich in faith. We met a man who was a
Hindu militant but now was saved and we met a couple who were saved from
committing suicide and had trusted the Lord. there was also sadly a family
were were suffering from HIV but had come to the Lord also. There were
many trophies of grace to meet during this visit.
A visit was made to Gujarat to sort out the radio program which we hope to
broadcast to reach the 50 million Gujaratis who live in the state. A gospel
meeting was also held where some 200 were present to listen.
At present there is bitter persecution against the believers in many parts of
India and prayer valued for peace in the states of Orissa and Karnataka. Many
have lost their lives, their homes and are living in refuge camps.
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The	 home	 of	 Dilip	 
and	 Baby.	 Jyoti	 is	 
in	 front	 and	 Vijay	 
is	 the	 taller	 one	 at	 
the	 back

The	 new	 
assembly	 in	 
Penn

Gospel	 meeting	 
in	 the	 city	 of	 
Ahmedabad,	 
Gujarat
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Photos of past days

Trustees	 of	 Clifton	 Hall	 -	 1980s	 (from	 left	 to	 right)	 Jim	 Hawkins,	 David	 Bonwick,	 Peter	 Crabtree,	 Hamish	 
Woutersz,	 David	 Stokoe,	 Graham	 Bailey,	 Verly	 Josephs
Baptism	 of	 Alton	 Rickets	 in	 1998.	 Our	 brother	 Alton	 was	 called	 home	 in	 June	 2008
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